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ward to join the Siham, eventually, through a maze of foot-hills, and on the left the ridge sweeps grandly down to the vast Kharifi valley, which drains into the Sardid. This tributary rises among the heights of Nebi Shaib, which may be seen away to the north, a flat-headed giant with an Ottoman post on top.
The Kharifi valley is one of the finest in Yamen, about five miles across, all terraced for crops, and dotted with towers and villages right down to its narrow, rocky bed, 3000 feet below the road. There is a white-domed spring for thirsty travellers close on the right at this spot, and, beyond, the track rises resolutely to surmount the Salami pass, the highest point on the Hodeida-Sanaa road (9400 feet above sea-level). An Arab -tower, called Beit-es-Salami, overlooks the pass from craggy heights on the left, but the real warden of this stretch of road is Minar caracol, within gunshot to the south-east, on its commanding crest.
Then follows a stumbling march down a boulder-strewn road that skirts the upper heights of Boan valley, and descends to the point where it debouches onto the actual plateau. Here is Boan village, a small hamlet and a cluster of stone-built booths, where a market is held on Thursdays. A. brook flows down this valley, and is spanned by an excellent road-bridge of well-pointed masonry. From here to> Sanaa—some twenty miles on—the road is good enough for a motor car, and is often traversed by portly officials of rank in rickety buggies from Sanaa. An alternative road-trace has been made up the Boan valley, evidently in quest of an easier route over the main pass ; it has been abandoned. From Boan, the road, still running eastward, skirts the lower spurs of Nebi Shaib in frequent, well-scarped curves.

